Those of us who remember 
back to the old family home, 
maybe Grandma’s, can make 
some interesting comparisons 
between what was considered pretty “swanky” 
around the turn of the century, and today’s dwell- 
ings. Some of the arrangements, gadgets and 
so on have long since gone with the wind. 
Others may still be with us, but vastly changed 
in form. 


Try comparing some of these things with what 
we have today. Things that once were strictly 
luxuries, or didn’t even exist, now are ordinary, 
everyday possessions, used by most of us as a 
matter of course. We’ve come a long way from the 
old-time dwelling to the present-day home, which 
is designed, built, arranged and equipped for com- 
fortable, effortless, convenient living. 


The telephone has played its own important 
if inconspicuous part in the march of progress. 


About the 
Telephone 
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Only yesterday, so to speak, ‘“‘the’ phone was a 
tall instrument on the downstairs hall table, target 
of a mad dash from upstairs, kitchen, or wherever. 
Now we have handy extension phones around to 
make calls or answer by reaching out a hand. 

An extension phone in the bedroom is especial- 
ly useful, whether you’re in a two-story, split level 
or apartment. It provides all-round convenience, 
plus protection at night in case of emergency. You 
can even get the dial model with a “dial light’ so 
you can make calls without lighting up the whole 
bedroom. 

And have you seen the phones in color? They 
come in varied hues—white, blue, pink, beige, 
gray, red, yellow, green and ivory—to match your 
decorative scheme. At moderate one-time cost. 

One or more extension phones have become 
part of modern home life, eliminating rush and fuss 
around the house, and providing privacy in making 
or taking calls. 
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Locality names make a fascinating 
study, and New Jersey has a strange 


About 


New variety, many of them dating far, far 
Jersey 


back into our history. 


If you’d like to stay at home yet 

travel “abroad,” get out the road map. 
You'll find Berlin, Hamburg, Hanover, Cologne, 
Guttenberg, Denmark, Russia, Holland, New Italy, 
New Egypt, Flanders, Frenchtown, Englishtown, 
Scotch Plains; also Timbuctoo, Macedonia, Jutland, 
Hibernia (another name for Ireland), Waterloo, Vienna, 
Oxford, Lebanon, Stratford (also Avon), Florence 
and Lake Como. 


Our presidents are remembered by Washington 
(several of them), Monroe, Madison, Jefferson, 
Polkville, Lincoln Park, Johnsonburg, Harding, 
Pierce’s Point, Harrison, Roosevelt (we don’t know 
what one), Taylortown, Jackson, Garfield and, of 
course, Presidential Lakes. 


The religious thoughts of our forebears are re- 
flected in Salem and Mizpah; Mounts Bethel, Tabor 
and Horeb; Jericho, Galilee, New Providence, Zion, 
Baptistown, Quakertown, with North Church and 
Tabernacle, plus Bishop, Deans and Deacons to round 
them out. For spiritual uplift we are offered Harmony, 
Hope, Friendship and Tranquillity. 


We have a raft of old Indian names, of course: 
Papakating, Succasunna, Hackensack and Hoboken 
to name a few. These give us all our share of pronuncia- 
tion problems, like Singac, which most folks call 
““Sing-gack”’ or “‘Sin-gack’’ although correctly (cor- 
rectly for Indians, that is) it is ““Sing-ack.” 


And just for oddity we can end up with Apple Pie 
Hill, Cross Keys, Blue Anchor, Blue Bell (no relation 


to N. J. Bell), Penny Pot, Double Trouble (hard by 
Mt. Misery), Ongs Hat, Love Ladies, Ship Bottom, 
Buckshutem, Yellow Frame, Hickory Tree, Barley 
Sheaf, Bivalve, Crow Foot, Plumbsock, and Squan- 
kum and Mananka Chunk. 


It’s “‘Ho-Ho-Kus’’ 


Among New Jersey’s un- 
usual place names, Ho-Ho- 
Kus rates a mention. Note 
the hyphens! ““Hohokus’”’ has 
been incorrect since the offi- 
cial form was adopted in 
1908, just 5O years ago. The 
name probably is of Indian 
origin and means... well, no 
one seems quite sure: Run- 
ning water, or a cleft in the 
rocks, or red cedar, or place 
of many foxes, or just pos- 
sibly it is Colonial Dutch 
from Hoog Akers, high 
acorns. Anyway, it’s “‘Ho- 
Ho-Kus,” two hyphens, three 
capital letters. That’s positive. 


With An Extension 
Phone in the bedroom — 
you sleep hetter 
just knowing it’s there. 
It costs only 90¢ a month. 


Fire Prevention Week 
comes each October (anniver- 
sary of the Chicago Fire in 
1871) to remind us to check on 
fire hazards around home— 
frayed lamp cords, piles of 
trash in cellar or attic, etc. 
Again—“‘The life you save may 
be your own.” 


“You Can't Fool Us!’’ 


Folks were pretty skeptical, 
back there in the 1870’s, over 
Bell’s claim of invention of a 
“‘speaking telephone.”’ Dur- 
ing public demonstrations, 
many insisted he had a ven- 
triloquist hidden backstage. 
Others swore he had a speak- 
ing tube gimmick in it some- 
where. But talk by telephone? 
Nonsense! After one gather- 
ing, unbelievers went back- 
stage and ripped up the floor- 
ing to find out what Bell’s 
trick was. With over 60 mil- 
lion telephones in the United 
States today, it seems that 
people accepted the idea. 


Oxford Furnace 


Our front cover illustration 
is Old Oxford Furnace in 
Warren County, drawn by 
Earl Horter (courtesy N. J. 
State Library). Built in 1742, 
it turned out iron for horse 
shoes, spikes and many a 
cannon ball used against the 
British in the. Revolution. 
The Furnace worked full 
blast until after the Civil War; 
is now a State historic site. 


““Muskeetoes’’ 


Thanks to modern science, 
hard work and organized 
effort, New Jersey long ago 
rid itself of the title ““Mos- 
quito State.’ But the name 
was deserved in the long ago. 
The pests even bothered the 
Indian population. A 
Colonial account tells of red- 
skins along the Hackensack 


River using such repellents 
as “the oyl of fishes, the fat 
of Eagles, and the grease of 
Rackoons.”’ A French visitor 
of the period wrote of cattle 
grazing in the Hackensack 
Meadows so badly bitten by 
““muskeetoes”’ that they lost 
considerable weight. 


Hungry Justice 


When “Uncle Billy’’ Slack 
was Justice of the Peace 
around Ramsey in 1890, he 
had a way of getting quick 
court action. A_ constable 
would round up unsuspecting 
prospective jurors on the 
street just before lunchtime. 
The case was tried. Then the 
longer the jurors argued, the 
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longer they went without 
lunch. “‘Judge’’ Slack got fast 
action, we’re told by John Y. 
Dater in ‘‘The Growth of 
Ramsey.” Jurors received 25 
cents a day pay. 


Quicker Than Hawkshaw 


A detective simply has to 
search around to find things. 
But you don’t. If you need a 
plumber, some special article 
or service, or just about any- 
thing for the household, do 
your snooping easily and 
quickly in the Classified Tele- 
phone Directory (the Yellow 
Pages). Services, products, 
trade-mark articles are all 
listed there in one compact, 
handy shopping guide to 
your community. 


“Your Number, Please?’’ 


Usually when you call our 
Business Office, the switch- 
board operator asks you 
‘‘What is your number, 
please?” That’s so she can 
connect you directly with the 
Service Representative in our 
Business Office who handles 


- your own telephone account. 


The latter has your service 
records at her finger tips, can 
see at a glance what kind of 
service you have, whether 
you have extension phones, 
automatic answering service, 
or whatever, and can discuss 
your request with you in- 
telligently and quickly. 
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October 1958 


(Tel-neves 


is issued by the New Jersey Bell © 
Telephone ‘Company, an 

organization of 27,000°New 

Jersey men and women, 

working to give the 

best telephone’service at 
the lowest possible 

cost to the people in New Jersey. 
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Every Fall there 
comes a visitor to 
your door, asking 
your help in a 
joint effort toward 
community bet- 

terment. Whatever its local | 

name—United Appeals, Wel- | 

fare Federation, Community | 

Chest —it needs your financial 

assistance, large or small, ) 

toward activities for better 

health, relief of distress, the 

building of better citizens. 

Give as much as you can. 


